U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR ) Oceupations] Safely & Health Admlsdstration
. . . 1111 Thizd Avenus, Sulte 715 -

" Januare 9, 2{-}02.__ ‘ R | ..s?nk,}fluh!{tgtpnBSIBI-lez

This is in response to your letter of December 14, 2001 to Ryan E. Kuehmi#hél, Area Director in
Boise OSHA Area Office, that was rerouted to my atteation. o . o

In.your letter you requested clarifieation of OSHA's position cdncérninc requirémcnfﬁs for “fire
rctardant apparel” and asked the following question: : » -

“Does OSHA enforce the Ne.ﬁbnal Fire Protection AssociationNFPA_’JOE Standard for
Electrical Safety Requirements for Employee Workplaces 2000 Editlon?" '

i[)ls cusélon

The OSHA standard, Elcctrical Sefety-Related Work Practices Final Rule, was published in the
Federal Register (55 FR. 31984) on August 6, 1990, and codified in 29 CFR 1910.331 through
1910.335. The NFPA 70E, Part I, in cffect at the time of the pramulgation of the OSHA standard,
was evaluated and used as a base standard in the development of the aforementioned OSHA
regulations, Cleatly, OSHA’a safety-related work practices standards were based onan older edition -

of the NFPA 70E which dld not address flame resisiant (FR) protéctive clothing for cmployees
exposed to the hazard of electric are-flash.- o :
The OSHA standard 29 CFR 1910.132(d), Hazard Assessment and Equipment Selection, requires
the cmployer to cvaluate the worlplace for hazards. "Based on the employer’s assessment, the
employer must select and require the use of appropriate personal protective equipment (FPE). Part
1L of the NFPA 70E, 2000 Edition, contains spécific requirements and methodology for hazard 1:151{

~ assessment and selection of protective clothing, and other PPE. The hazard asscssment, scleetion
and use of protective clothing and other PPE is intended to protect employees working in the flash
protection boundary and exposed to the hazard of clectric arc-flash, The NFPA 70E is & consensus

‘industry standard which presents industy recognition of the arc-flash hazerd and the need for
protective clothing and PPE. ' ' '

Conclusion : o ' : ; .
Though OSHA does not, per se, enforée the NFPA 70E standard, 2000 Edition, OSHA considersthe

NFPA standard a recognized induswy practice. The employer is required to conduct hs_tzard
assessment in accordance with 29 CFR 1910.132(d)(1). If 2n arc-flash hazard ig present, or likely



. to be present, then the eniployer must select and requirc employees to use th'ef.pmtacﬁ% spperel.
Employers who conduct the hazard/isk assessment, and seleet and require the;lr employees to use
protective clothing and other PPE spproprinte for the task; as stated inthe NFPA 70E standard, 2000

Edidon, are deemed in complance with the Hazard Assessment and Equipment Selection OSHA
standard. § ' T ' S S

. Thope this informaﬁon is usefil td you. I youneed firther elarification of this letter, please contact

Abe Mutawe, Safety Engineer, of my staff at (206) 553-5930. o
 Bincerely, , |
7 /LL/( )J ! .
‘ Richatd 8. Terrili'
Regional Administrator

ce:’” - RyenKuehmichel, Area Director



